
The Lethbridge Research Centre (LRC) is one of the 
largest facilities within Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada’s national network of 19 research centres. 
Located in southern Alberta, the Centre was established 
in 1906 in a ideal location to address issues related to 
sustainable crop production systems under dry land and 
irrigated conditions, environmental issues associated 
with a semi-arid climate, and beef production systems. 
The Centre also leads research in the development  
of bioindustrial platforms, particularly for triticale,  
and biocontrol. 

The mission of the LRC is to improve the long-term 
competitiveness of the Canadian agri-food sector 
through the development and transfer of innovative 
technologies. It conducts research in four main areas:

• Beef cattle science

• Crop and livestock biotechnology platforms

• Sustainable crop and livestock production systems

• Environmental impact of agriculture

Areas of Research
For over 100 years the research activities at the 
Lethbridge Research Centre have evolved to address  
the changing needs of Canadian producers and the 
agri-food sector. The Centre’s areas of core research 
are aligned with national priorities to help the sector 
adapt and remain competitive in domestic and global 
markets. Greater participation in research networks 
and industry-led partnerships expands the Centre’s 
innovation capacity.

New Opportunities, Practices and Prospects
• Conducting research in new technologies to advance 

the efficiency, profitability and environmental 
sustainability of beef production 

• Finding new strategies and techniques to preserve and 
enhance beef quality 

• Gaining additional knowledge of the behaviour and 
welfare of cattle

• Conducting research in new technologies to produce 
crops that are suitable for dry and irrigated lands, and 
are adapted sustainably to the Canadian prairies 

• Breeding crop varieties (potatoes, wheat, beans, 
forages) with improved yield, quality, and disease and 
insect resistance. Developing production systems 
that will contribute to reducing costs of production, 
increasing value and achieving sector competitiveness 

• Conducting research to support food safety and  
quality regulations, consumer nutritional needs  
and preferences, and to develop new products  
and processes 
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Commercial Agriculture and the Environment: 
Achieving the Balance
• Discovering crop, soil, water and manure management 

strategies that protect the environment, maintain 
biodiversity, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve 
soil, water and air quality and make efficient use of water 

• Conducting research on new management strategies to 
control weeds, crop and livestock pests, while maintaining 
environmental quality 

Facts, Figures and Facilities
• Centre is located in the southern Alberta city of Lethbridge,  

in an area of the province featuring both irrigation and 
dryland agriculture 

• 25,000 square meters of laboratory /office complex and  
500 hectares of adjacent land 

• Insect-microbial containment facility 

• Greenhouse and controlled climate growth facilities 

• Facilities for sheep and beef cattle, including a research 
feedlot and feedmill

• Weather station with 100 years of climate records 

• Research farm at Vauxhall with 190 hectares for irrigation 
and drainage research
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Contact us
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For more information
reach us at www.agr.gc.ca
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