
ABCs of AGRICULTURE 
 

This glossary of terms and definitions is designed to help members of the Canadian non-farming 
community understand the diverse elements of the agriculture and agri-food industry. 

A  

 
abdomen:  the last of the three body parts that make up an insect 
 
ad hoc assistance: short-term assistance programs that provide income protection to farmers 
  
acid rain: abnormally high acidic precipitation resulting from sulphur and nitrogen compounds 
in the atmosphere   
 
acre: a measure of land that equals 4,840 square yards or 4,425.7 square metres 
 
active ingredient: the component in any pesticide product that kills or controls target pests 
 
aerial tubers: tubers, such as potatoes, which grow without soil and water 
 
aerobic: needs oxygen to grow 
  
agribusiness: business that sells fertilizer, seed or equipment to farmers   
 
agricultural diversification: a system of farming that encourages the production of a variety of 
plants and animals and their products, as opposed to large-scale single-crop specialization 
 
agricultural pollution: wastes, emissions, and discharges arising from farming activities. 
Caused by runoff and leaching of pesticides and fertilizers, pesticide drift, erosion and improper 
disposal of animal manure and carcasses.  
 
agrology:  the science of agricultural production 
 
agrologist: a person qualified to practice agrology 
 
agronomy: the science and economics of crop production and farmland management  
 
albumen: the white portion of an egg 
 
alternative agriculture: farming intended to reduce agricultural pollution, enhance 
sustainability, and improve efficiency and profitability. The emphasis is on methods that take 



advantage of natural processes and make selective use of commercial fertilizer and pesticides to 
ensure production efficiency and conservation of soil, water, energy and biological resources.  
 
alternative fuels:  substitutes for oil, diesel and gasoline as fuel for vehicles; includes methanol, 
ethanol, compressed natural gas, and others 
 
antennae:  feelers on the head of an insect 
  
annual: any plant that completes its entire life cycle and dies within one year 
 
aphids: pinhead-sized insects that attack plants and carry plant diseases  
 
apiarist: a person who keeps bees 
 
apiary: a structure consisting of a number of hives where bees are kept to collect their honey 
 
aquifer:  an underground formation containing usable amounts of groundwater that can supply 
wells or springs for domestic, industrial, and irrigation uses 
 
artificial insemination: impregnating a female by artificially introducing semen  
 

B 
 
bacteria: one-celled micro-organisms. Some bacteria multiply rapidly in food and can cause 
food-borne illness. Other types of bacteria are used to make yogurt, vinegar and some cheeses.  
 
barrow: a male pig castrated before reaching sexual maturity 
 
biodiversity: the sum of the organisms of plant and animal life in an ecosystem. Both the 
number of species and the number of individuals within each species are important in 
considering the extent of biological diversity in an area.  
 
bioenergy: energy from renewable sources, like ethanol from grain 
  
biological control: controlling plants, diseases, and animal pests using natural enemies,  
inhibiting the reproduction of pests using methods that result in the laying of infertile eggs, etc. 
 
bioproducts:  products made from renewable materials, such as crops and livestock  
 
biotechnology: the scientific manipulation of living organisms, especially at the molecular or 
genetic level, to produce useful products 
 



bleat: the sound made by a goat or sheep  
 
blight: a fungal disease that attacks potatoes and other plants 
 
blossoms: flowers that grow from plants indicating the formation of fruit or tubers  
 
boar: a sexually mature male hog 
 
bovine: an ox, cow or related animal 
 
bran: the seed coat of wheat and other cereal grains which is separated from flour  
 
breed: a group of animals having a common origin and characteristics that distinguish them 
from other groups within the same species; e.g.,  Jersey cows are a breed of dairy cows. 
 
breeding stock: sexually mature male and female livestock that are retained to produce 
offspring 
 
broiler: young chickens less than 12 weeks of age. After processing, these ready-to-cook 
broilers are sent to market. 
 
BSE:  bovine spongiform encephalopathy, known as Mad Cow Disease, affects the central 
nervous system of its victims. During the disease's final stages, infected animals lack                
co-ordination and are unsteady on their hooves. 
 
BST: Bovine Somatotropin, commonly referred to as growth hormone, is produced naturally by 
the cow and stimulates growth and milk production  
 
buck: a sexually mature male goat 
 
buffer zone:  a strip of untilled land between a field and a waterway 
 
bull: an uncastrated male bovine 
 
bushel: a measure of grain or other foodstuff that is equal to eight imperial gallons or 36.4 litres 
 

C 

 
candling: a method of checking eggs to assign a grade. The egg passes before a bright light that 
makes the interior visible to the grader, who checks the eggs for defects. 
 
canker: a lesion or sore on a stem, twig or branch of a plant 



 
canopy: the leafy area of a potato plant that covers or shades the soil 
 
capon: a neutered male chicken produced for the specialty and holiday meat markets 
 
cash crops: crops not restricted by quotas that can be sold immediately after harvest at their 
market value 
 
castrate: to remove the testicles of a male animal, eliminating its ability to reproduce 
 
ceiling price: the highest price a buyer has agreed to pay for a product 
 
cereal: any grain used for food, such as rice, wheat, oats or barley 
 
chaff: the husks of wheat and other grains separated during threshing 
 
check-offs: the practice of deducting a portion of the payment to a farmer for produce, used to 
pay for related industry-support programs  
 
class: a method of rating a product based on physical characteristics such as size. For example, 
small, medium, large, extra large, and jumbo are classes of eggs. 
 
clearcut harvest: a forestry harvest and regeneration technique that involves the removal of all 
the trees (regardless of size) on an area 
 
clone: an exact genetic replica of a specific gene or an entire organism 
 
cloning: the division of a cell to give rise to a population of identical daughter cells or clones  
 
colonization: the establishment of insects of the same kind, living and growing together in one 
environment 
 
combine: a self-propelled or tractor-drawn machine that cuts, threshes, and cleans the standing 
crop while moving across the field.  Used to harvest such crops as soybeans, grain sorghums, 
peanuts and beans 
 
contamination: the unintended presence of harmful substances or micro-organisms in food 
 
contour farming: plowing, planting, cultivating, and harvesting on the contour, or at right 
angles, of the natural slope to reduce soil erosion and protect soil fertility 
  
coliform bacteria: bacteria from the intestinal tract of warm-blooded animals that indicates 
fecal contamination 
 
compost: a mixture of such matter as decomposing vegetables, plant parts and manure for 
fertilizing and conditioning soil 



 
contract grower: agricultural producers who grow crops or animals at a set price based on a 
prior contract agreement with a buyer 
 
cover: vegetation or other natural shelter serving to conceal wildlife from predators  
 
cover crop: a crop planted primarily to protect topsoil from erosion 
 
crop rotation: a method of conserving soil fertility by planting different crops in the same 
ground at planned intervals 
 
crossbreeding: the mating of animals of different breeds, e.g., breeding a Hereford cow with an 
Angus bull 
 
cross-contamination: the transfer of harmful bacteria from one food to another. Harmful 
bacteria can be transferred from food to food and from hands to food. 
 
cross-pollination: fertilization of one type of plant by another with a different genetic make-up 
 
cud: regurgitated food, common to cows and other ruminants  
 
cultivar: plant species that have common origin and similar characteristics  
 
cultivator: a machine used to till the upper portion of the soil, primarily used to destroy weeds 
or to form a moisture-retaining mulch 
 

D 

dairy cow: a cow that produces milk for human consumption 
 
deciduous tree: a tree that loses its leaves or needles during the fall and winter  
 
disc or disk: tractor-drawn implement composed of circular plates arranged at an angle with the 
soil; used to prepare the soil for seeding 
 
doe: a sexually mature female goat or deer  
 
dormant / dormancy: a biological state in which a plant ceases most growth activities 
 
dowsing: (water witching) using a forked stick or wire to locate underground water  
 



drill: a farm implement for planting seed which forms a small furrow, deposits the seed, covers 
the seed, and packs soil over it. It can also deposit fertilizer or lime into the soil, alone or with 
the seed. 
 
drip irrigation: a method used to place irrigation water near plant roots through pipes or tubes 
  
dry cow: a cow that is not providing milk 
 
dry matter: the amount of matter in a potato or other vegetables, minus the moisture it contains  
 
dry period: a rest period between lactations when a cow or other mammal is not producing milk, 
which usually lasts 60 days  
 
dryland farming: farming on non-irrigated land. Success is based on rainfall, moisture-
conserving tillage and drought-resistant crops. 

 
 

E    

 
ecosystem: an interrelated community of plants, animals, organisms and bacteria  
 
entomology: the study of insects and their environments 
  
ensilage: a green forage preserved by fermentation in a silo 
 
enzymes: proteins that control the various steps in all chemical reactions 
 
epidemic: the rapid spread of a disease in people or animals 
 
erosion: a loss of soil quantity and quality caused by the forces of wind and water, often related 
to the slope of a field 
 
estrus: the set period when non-pregnant cows and heifers are ready to mate; usually called Ain 
heat.@ 
 
evergreen tree: a tree that retains some or most of its leaves, or needles, throughout the year  
 
ewe: a female sheep of any age  
 
exotic species: a non-native plant or animal species introduced by humans, either deliberately or 
accidentally 
 



eye: the leaf bud of the potato; when potato seed is planted, the new plant sprouts from the eye 
 

F 

 
4-H: a club for boys and girls that fosters agricultural and other skills. The 4-Hs stand for Head, 
Heart, Hands and Health. 
 
fallow: cropland left idle during the growing season 
 
farm: a piece of land with a house, barn and other such buildings on which crops or animals are 
raised  
 
farrowing: giving birth to piglets; an intensive breeding system used to raise and sell feeder pigs 
 
feeder pig operation: a pig breeder who sells his growing pigs at a certain weight to a finishing 
operation to grow them out to market weight 
 
fed cattle: cattle raised in a feedlot until they are ready for slaughter.  
 
feeder cattle: cattle past the calf stage that are sold as feedlot replacements 
 
feedlot: a large pen facility where cattle are fed until they reach a certain weight, when they are 
slaughtered to produce beef for the commercial trade  
 
fertile: able to produce offspring, seeds, pollen, fruit or spores; capable of developing a new 
individual 
 
fertilizer: any material, manure or chemicals put on soil to improve the quality and quantity of 
plant growth 
 
field test: the process of testing a product under natural conditions  
 
filly: a female horse younger than three years 
 
finishing operation: a producer who buys feeder pigs and feeds them until they reach 240 to 
250 pounds, when they are sent to market 
 
fleece: the wool coat of a sheep  
 
foal: a young horse, mule or donkey  
 
fodder: coarse food for cattle, horses, sheep; usually hay or straw  



 
foliage: the leaves of a plant 
 
foodborne illness:  an illness caused by bacteria that is transmitted by food  
 
forage: plants or plant parts fed to domestic animals 
  
forequarters: the two front quarters of an animal  
 
formulation: the form in which a pesticide, vaccine or livestock feed supplement is used 
 
fresh: a cow that has recently given birth to a calf and is producing milk; a recently produced or 
grown product, having original taste and quality; not processed  
 
fresh market: a potato-industry term used to describe the sale of tablestock potatoes 
 
fumigant: a substance used to disinfect or eliminate pests 
 
functional foods: foods used to promote health and reduce the risks associated with disease,  
providing benefits beyond basic nutrition 
 
fungus: a group of micro-organisms that includes mushrooms, molds, mildews and rusts that 
feed on living or dead organic material; lacks leaves, stems and roots and reproduces by spores.  
 
furrow: a groove in a field between rows of plants 
 
 

G 

 
gelding: a castrated male horse 
 
genetics: the branch of biology that deals with heredity and variation in similar or related 
animals  
 
genome: the genetic information contained in the chromosomes of a given organism 
 
gestation: pregnancy; the period of time spent carrying young, from conception to birth 
 
germ: a sprig, sprout or bud from which something can grow; a microscopic organism that can 
cause disease 
 
germinate: to sprout or cause to sprout 



 
giblets: the portion of poultry carcasses that consists of hearts, gizzards and livers 
 
gilt: a sexually mature female hog, before becoming pregnant   
 
GMO: genetically modified organism 
 
grade: a scale or rating made according to quality or worth 
 
grader: a person who inspects produce to determine its class or quality for market 
 
grading: the process of separating different grades of  fruits and vegetables before packaging 
   
greenhouse: a building made mainly of glass in which temperature and humidity is regulated to 
simulate outside growing conditions 
 
green manure: a crop planted with the intention of turning it under the soil for use as organic 
matter 
  
groundwater: water within the earth that supplies wells and springs 

 
grower pig: a pig being fed until it reaches market weight, which usually takes about 16 weeks 
 
growing season: the period between planting and harvest 
 
grub: the worm or larvae of an insect 
 

H 

 
harrow: a tool for breaking up clods of earth to level plowed ground before planting 
 
harvester:  a person who gathers in a crop, or a farm machine used for harvesting crops 
 
hatchery:  a facility for hatching eggs. Chicken eggs will hatch 21 days after they are set and 
turkey eggs will hatch after 28 days. 
 
hedgerow: a row of shrubs or bushes used as a divider in fields 
 
heat units: the amount of heat required or the desired temperature at which plants will attain 
maximum growth 
 



heifer: a young female ox, cow or related animal younger than three years that has not borne a 
calf 
 
hen: the female of all classes of poultry, except the goose, whose age can vary considerably 
depending on the class  
 
herd: a group of animals (especially cattle), collectively considered as a unit 
 
hog:  growing swine 
 
home range: the area within which an animal lives. The boundaries may be marked, e.g., by 
scent marking, and also may be defended, depending on the species.  
 
homogenize: the mechanical process of distributing fat in milk to produce an even distribution  
throughout the milk; to process milk so the fat particles are evenly divided, and the cream does 
not separate. 
 
hormone: a substance formed by plants and animals that acts as a stimulant 
 
hundredweight: a hundredweight is equal to 100 pounds; the hundredweight has replaced 
bushels as a commonly accepted measure in agriculture. Abbreviation: Cwt   
 
hydroponics: the science of growing plants in solutions, usually water, or material containing 
necessary minerals replacing soil 
 

I 

 
incubate: to sit on and hatch, as in eggs 
 
indigenous: growing or produced naturally in a region or country  
  
inputs: the amount of material put into crop production, ie, fertilizer, pesticides, fuel and seed 
 
insecticide: a substance used to kill an insect 
 
integrated pest management: the combination of techniques, including pesticides, equipment, 
devices and predators, that farmers use to control pests   
 
in vitro: within an artificial environment, as within a test tube  
 



K 

 
kid: a goat up to one year old  
 

L 

 
lactate: to secrete or produce milk 
 
lamb: a young sheep, less than one year old  
 
larva(e): the immature, wingless form of many insects, from the time it leaves the egg until it 
becomes a pupa 
 
layer: hens that produce commercial eggs. These hens are usually at least 20 weeks of age. 
 
leaching: the process of carrying off materials by the passage of water through soil.  
 
legume:  the family of plants that includes peas, beans, soybeans, peanuts, clovers, and alfalfas 
 
lesion: an area of discoloured, diseased tissue 
 
 

M 

 
maize: Caribbean or South American name for corn 
 
manure: the fecal and urinary excretions of livestock 
 
marshland: flat, wet, treeless land usually covered by water and dominated by marsh grasses, 
indigenous rushes, sedges, or other grass-like plants 
 
mastitis: an infection and inflammation of the udder in cows and other mammals. Mastitis 
reduces milk quality. 
 
mature: a full-grown plant or animal; ripe, fully developed  
 



micro-organism: bacteria, molds, fungus, or viruses that can be seen only with a microscope 
 
milking parlour: a facility on a dairy farm where milk is extracted from a cow by using a 
vacuum system 
 
moldboard:  an addition to a plow that turns over plowed soil 
 
molt:  the process during which hens stop laying and shed their feathers; occurs naturally every 
12 months 
 
mulch: leaves, straw and peat moss spread on the ground to prevent the evaporation of moisture 
from soil 
 
mutton: meat from sheep that are older than one year 
 
 

N 

 
 
native: belonging to a locality or country by production or growth 
 
nematode:  parasitic worm that attacks plant roots 
 
net farm income: the money farm operators receive from farming as a return for labour, 
investment and management; what is left after production expenses have been paid 
 
new potatoes:  potatoes planted and harvested early to meet the demand for fresh potatoes early 
in the season 
 
nitrate: a salt compound of nitric acid, i.e, ammonium nitrate, potassium nitrate, sodium nitrate 
used as fertilizer 
 
nitrogen fixation: the conversion of atmospheric nitrogen to biologically usable nitrates in 
plants 
 
nodes: growing points, on a stem, from which leaves grow 
 
nodule:  enlargement or swelling on roots of nitrogen-fixing plants; the nodules contain 
nitrogen-fixing bacteria 
 
nutraceutical: product isolated or purified from foods and sold in medicinal form, providing  
physiological benefit or protection against chronic disease 



 
nymph: any insect in the stage of development between larva and adult; no wings are present 
 

O 
 
Oil-seed crops:  these crops, made up primarily of canola, soybeans, corn and flaxseed, are used 
to produce cooking oils. The oil is mechanically pressed out of the crop.  
 
organic:  grown with only animal or vegetable fertilizers such as manure, bone meal or compost 
 
organism: an animal or plant with diverse organs and parts that function together as a whole to 
maintain life and its activities 
 
 

P 

 
pasteurization: the process of heating milk to at least 62.8°C to kill pathogens that may be 
harmful to humans 
 
pasture: a fenced area of forage on which animals graze  
 
pathogen: a bacteria, disease or fungus that attacks a plant 
 
pesticide: a compound used to destroy pests; fungicides, which destroy fungus, herbicides, 
which destroy plants, and insecticides, which destroy insects, are all pesticides  
 
perennial: a plant that lives for more than two years 
 
permanent pasture: a pasture of perennial or self-seeding grass or clover maintained through 
several years of grazing  
 
pig: the term usually applied to immature swine 
 
pH: the degree of acidity or alkalinity of a substance, measured on a scale from 0 to 14.0 
 
photosynthesis:  a process plants use to change air and water into food using the sun's energy 
  
plow or plough:  an instrument that cuts and turns over sod, loosening and aerating soil in a 
field to prepare for cultivation and planting 



 
polled: cattle without horns 
 
potato beetles: the Colorado Potato Beetle is a major insect pest of the potato plant 
 
potato eye: the bud or dimple that develops on a mature potato and grows into a stem to form a 
new plant 
 
potato seed: a cut piece of a whole potato, that must contain the eye, planted to grow new crop 
 
potato set:  whole potato cut into six or eight pieces for planting 
 
potato stem: the shoot that grows from potato eye and develops into a mature potato plant 
 
poult:  a young turkey, chicken, pheasant or similar fowl, that is between one day and a couple 
of weeks old 
 
poultry: domestic fowl raised for meat or eggs, such as chickens, geese, turkey and ducks 
 
processing: the slaughter of animals and the preparation of meat for sale 
  
processor: a company that manages and operates a plant; the processor usually performs some 
functions of production, and all the processing and marketing functions 
 
produce: fruit or vegetable crop yield 
  
producer: a person or firm that bears the risk and responsibility for growing a crop.   
 
progeny: offspring of plants or animals  
 
protein supplement: feed containing protein, vitamins, and minerals that is fed to livestock to 
provide a complete diet 
 
pupate: the stage of an insect between larva and adult  
 
pullet: a female chicken that has not yet started to lay eggs; usually not more than a year old 
 
purebred: belonging to a recognized breed, with characteristics maintained through generations 
of unmixed descent; the offspring of purebred parents of the same breed 
 

Q 

 



quota: equal share of a total crop production allotted to individual producers 
 
quality control: system for maintaining standards in production or in a product by inspecting 
samples of the product   
 
 
 

R 

 
ram (or buck): a male sheep of any age 
 
rangeland:  large open area of land on which livestock wander and graze; the native vegetation 
is mainly grasses and shrubs  
 
render: subjecting disposed animal carcasses to grinding, extraction, heat or other treatments to 
convert into byproducts for use in feed rations and fertilizers 
 
residue: forage or plant parts remaining on the land as a consequence of harvest 
 
riparian: pertaining to the area along the banks of a river, stream, or lake 
 
roaster: heavy young chickens less than 12 weeks of age with live weights heavier than seven 
pounds  
 
rooster:  a male chicken usually kept for breeding 

 
rotation (or crop rotation): the growing of different crops on the same land at planned time 
intervals to rest the soil 
 
row crops: the rows or planting of beds far enough apart to permit the operation of machinery 
between them for cultivating 
 

 
S 



safety net:  term used to describe crop insurance and other government farm income 
stabilization programs. Safety net programs are operated by the federal government to protect 
producers from high production costs, fluctuating markets and other income risks. 
  
salmonella: a type of bacteria that is a common cause of food poisoning 
 
savanna/savannah: grassland with scattered trees or shrubs; often a transitional type between 
true grassland and forest land, accompanied by a climate with alternating wet and dry seasons  
 
scours: a persistent diarrhea in animals 
 
section: a surveyed parcel of land containing 640 acres or one square mile  
 
seed: the part of a flowering plant that will develop into a new plant, a bulb, tuber etc. from 
which a new plant will grow  
 
seedling: a plant grown from a seed; any young plant 
 
seed market: the portion of a potato business that deals specifically with growing and providing 
seed potatoes for potato growers 
 
seed potatoes: potatoes of any variety used to plant a new crop. Once cut into pieces or sets and 
planted, seed potatoes grow into a new crop of potatoes.   
 
seedstock: pedigree or well-bred livestock which is maintained for breeding purposes; a 
specially selected strain of plants or seeds which are to be used as parents for future generations 
 
silage:  a crop that has been preserved in a moist, succulent condition through partial 
fermentation in a tight container (silo) above or below ground; the main use of silage is cattle 
feed 
 
silo: airtight vertical cylindrical structure or chamber for storing and fermenting livestock feeds  
 
sire: the male parent; to father 
 
sorghum:  a cereal grass used mainly for feed grain or silage 
 
sow: a sexually mature female hog, after having her first litter 
  
soybeans: a legume grown for high protein feed and oil  
 
specialty crop: any crop not included in the six major grain groups that requires special 
processing or marketing techniques 
 
species:  the classification of related organisms that can freely interbreed 
 



spore: a seed or similar reproductive form; bacteria, mosses or algae reproduce by spore which 
gives rise to a new adult after an interval or dormancy 
 
stag:  a male bovine castrated after puberty  
 
stallion: an uncastrated male horse  
 
stand: a recognizable area of trees; a forest   
 
steer: a male bovine castrated early in life, usually as a calf 
 
steppe: a semi-arid grassland with short grasses occurring in scattered bunches with other 
vegetation and occasional woody species  
 
stockers:  heifers or steers that are being grown on pasture or other forage for later sale as 
feedlot replacements 
 
stolon: a slender horizontal branch growing underground from the base of a plant that takes root 
at the tip and produces a new plant 
 
strain: a breed of animals, plants or bacteria more similar to each other than the others members 
of a species; e.g., Hereford cattle are more similar to each other than they are to Angus cattle  
 
straw: stalks or stems of grain after threshing, used for fodder or bedding 
 
strip cropping:  a crop planting technique in which strips of heavy-rooted plants are alternated 
with loose rooted plants to lessen erosion as on a hillside 
 
stud: a male horse or other animal used for breeding 
 
supply management:  a regulated, by-quota production and marketing system in which 
production levels are controlled by determining the amount of a product that can be consumed in 
Canada, minus the amount that is allowed to be imported into the country; the system is  
designed to remove fluctuations in supply and price  
 
sustainable: refers to a farming system that can be maintained or that can endure 
 
sweet potato:  a tropical American plant of the morning glory family; although similar in 
appearance to the common potato, the two plants are from different families 
 

T 
 



tablestock:  most potatoes for cooking and human consumption that are sold at the grocery 
store; tablestock potatoes have different characteristics, flavour, size, etc. from potatoes grown 
for french fry processing  
 
tariff: A tax set by government on imported products 
 
thorax: the middle body part between the head and the abdomen of an insect 
 
threshing: the beating of grain from its husks   
     
tillage: loosening, preparing ground for planting and cultivating 
 
top kill: a chemical applied to potato crop before harvesting to stop plant growth and control the 
size of potatoes; the process allows the potato plants to avoid the arrival of blight or other insect 
carried or airborne diseases that could damage the tubers, and speeds up the natural maturing 
process and the formation of  a skin on the potato 
 
total mixed ration: a diet where all the required feed ingredients are blended together to ensure 
nutritional balance  
 
toxin:  a compound produced by a micro-organism that is toxic to a plant or animal 
 
trash cover: the foliage or residue left on the soil surface after harvest to stop wind erosion and 
to trap moisture 
 
truffle: an underground fungus found in Italy and France; considered a delicacy 
 
tuber: a short, thick, rounded part of a stem usually found underground; potatoes are tubers of 
the potato plant 
 
 

U 
 
udder: a mammary gland with two or more teats found on dairy cattle  
 

V 
 
value chain: term used to describe the step-by-step process and the increase in value of a plant 
or animal as it moves from planting or rearing to marketing 



 
variety: a plant group within a species that has unique characteristics 
 
vector: a carrier or bearer of a disease 
 
vertical integration: the various layers of a single business, including producing, processing, 
and distributing, all under one management 
 
virus: a submicroscopic organism that can cause disease in animals and plants; viruses are 
capable of multiplying only in connection with living cells 
 
volunteers:  potatoes left in a field after harvest, not killed by winter, that grow new plants the 
following year  
 

W 
 
warehouse:  a building where goods are stored. 
 
watershed:  an area of land that collects and releases water into a single stream or other outlet  
 
wean: to remove a young animal from the nipple to become accustomed to food other than its 
mother's milk 
 
weed: an undesirable plant 
 
wether:  a castrated male sheep 
 
windbreak: a hedge, fence or row of trees on a farm that serves as protection from the wind 
 
windrow: a row of hay raked together to dry before being formed into stacks  
 
 

Y   
 
yield: the total amount of a crop at harvest 
 
yolk: the yellow portion of an egg 
 
 



Z 

 
zero tillage: the practice of using no ground tillage for weed control or cop establishment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEASUREMENTS 
 

1 pint = .5506 litre 
1 quart = 2 pints = 1.1012 litres 
4 quarts = 1 gallon 
8 quarts =1 peck 
4 pecks = 1 bushel  
1 acre = 43,560 square feet 
1 hectare = 2.47 acres 
1 acre =  .4047 hectares 
1 square kilometer = .386 square miles 
1 square mile = 2.59 square kilometres 
640 acres = 1 square mile 
1 liquid quart = .9643 litres 
1 litre = 1.06 quarts 
1 gram = .03527 ounce 
1 ounce = 28.35 grams 
1 kilogram = 2.2045 pounds 
1 pound = .4536 kilograms 
1 metric ton = .98421 English ton 
1 English ton = 1.016 metric ton 

 
 
 


